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are great and very worthy to be praised and had in
honour' ; I don't think you and I will ever get tired of
praising them, but I do wish you could see them here.

It was in the language of the Psalms indeed that
he found the truest expression of his sense of awe
amidst these scenes of desolate grandeur, but there
was another sentence of mystical meaning that also
rose repeatedly to his mind with an ever-fresh
significance. ' The hidden things of God are
understood and seen clearly in things created.'

This work of Antarctic exploration is very different
from the work I had planned for myself some years ago.
And yet I do honestly believe that God's will is being
worked out for us in what we are doing, and though it
may seem to some rather more ' worldly' and * scientific '
than * spiritual,' yet there is a spiritual work to be done
here. And as for its main object, the acquisition of
knowledge pure and simple, surely God means us to
find out all we can of his works, and to work out our
own salvation, realizing that all things that have to do
with our spiritual development ' are understood and
clearly seen in things created,' and if it is right to search
out his works in one corner of his Creation, it is right for
some of us to go to the ends of the earth to search out
others.

As if to reflect the solitude without there fell on
him a solitariness of spirit which none of his com-
panions guessed, for no cabins were more resorted
to by all and sundry than were his and Shackleton's.
But the right to enter one's private sanctum and
* sport one's oak,3 the inviolable privilege of college
life, was impossible on shipboard where no privacy
is recognized; and there was no one among bis
messmates to wj^om he could open his soul as he
could to his old friends at Cambridge, so that he
thoujght often with regret of Fraser, and, Charles,